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Outline 

• Importance of planning your search 

• Why use databases 

• Outline major databases 

• Using Primo to find what we have 

• Off campus access - technical issues 

• Practical time to pick ‘n’ mix! 

• Staff on hand to help – please ask! 
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Hypothetical research topic 
 Use of genetic engineering in grain crops in 

developing countries 

Brainstorm concepts  
in keywords and phrases: 

“genetic modification”   “genetic 
engineering”   GM   “drought 
resistance”   “developing countries”    
“developing nations”    India  
Bangladesh   Ethiopia  maize   

“Zea mays”   rice   “Oryza sativa”  
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Hypothetical research topic 
 Use of genetic engineering in grain crops in 

developing countries 

concepts alternative keywords 

(Idea) 1 
“genetic* 
engineer*” 

“genetic* 
modif*” 

GM 

(Idea) 2 
“developing 
countr*” 

“developing 
nation*”  

Specific 
country e.g. 
Bangladesh 

(Idea) 3 
rice or “Oryza 
sativa” 

maize or 
“Zea mays” 

 OR 

A
N 
D 
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 Linking of words, phrases and concepts 

for searching in databases and the Web 

 AND, OR are main operators 

 NOT cuts out unwanted terms 

 Use with care!! 

 

Boolean Searching 

chocolate AND diet chocolate OR cocoa 



© Library, Special Collections & Museums, 2012/13 

Boolean searching 

 OR Broadens the search 

   Use alternative words 

 

 AND Narrows the search 

   More specific 

 

 NOT Cuts out unwanted terms 

   Use with care!! 
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Why use databases … 

 Primo/Catalogue – what we 
hold 

 Database – what has been 
published  

• Bibliographic 

 Links to full text material 

• Full text  

 NOTE: Web pages – not 
refereed, may not be scholarly 
or academic 
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Why use databases? 

 Essential for access to material published in 
journal/periodicals 

 Contain academic and scholarly material 

 Results of refereed research from institutions 
worldwide 

 Content is authoritative 

 Referring to published research literature 
demonstrates that you are on top of your 
subject area 

 



© Library, Special Collections & Museums, 2012/13 

Important databases  

 Scopus and Web of Science/Knowledge are the biggest and 
broadest databases available. Bibliographic with links via SFX to 
electronic books and journals we pay for 

 Specialist: 
• Medline is the largest medical database (also available as 

PubMed) 
• ABI Inform and Econlit are specialist business, 

management and economics databases 
• ATLA is the biggest religion database 
• LION database useful for topics related to English  
• Lexis®Library, HeinOnline and Westlaw are core 

databases in law 
• IEEE Xplore for engineering & computer science 
• Reaxys specialist chemistry database 

 JSTOR full text database - extremely useful for older material 
(covers most subject areas) 
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Q. How do I find out what databases 
are available for my subject interest? 
A. Use Primo 
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Navigate to Primo  
from the Library home page at 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/ 
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On Primo select  
Advanced Search 
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From Advanced Search select  
Find Databases 
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Select the relevant Category,  
then Sub-category 
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Show Info is very useful:  
content, coverage and search rules 
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DO NOT USE THIS FEATURE… 

Is it not good enough for research  
at your level 
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Hypothetical research topic 
 Use of genetic engineering in grain 

crops in developing countries 

This is why you do not use it…. 

Type in your search terms in Primo, using 
Primo search rules 
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Goes out to your selected databases, 
converts Primo search rules to the search 

rules for each of the chosen databases 
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Results of search across different databases. Some use Primo for 
“quick and dirty” searches but the results can be poor/misleading. 

DO NOT rely on it for your literature review!! 

Result from this search across 2 relevant 
databases = 1 item 
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Recommendation: link out and carry out your 
search on individual databases – more powerful 
searches available and very different results… 

In the Scopus database itself rather than from the 
Primo search screen as before. 

 Repeat search (apply correct search rules!) 
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Much higher number of references found 
with exactly the same search  

(548 compared with 1)… 

Use Primo with care  
– be aware of its limitations! 
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Pick’n’Mix databases 

• Many specialised databases are “hosted” on supplier 
“platforms” (search interfaces) 

• Each platform has its own search rules 

• Examples: 

– ProQuest (wide subject range) 

– EBSCO (wide subject range) 

– Ovid (for Medicine and Medical-related databases) 

• JSTOR is an independent database 
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• Platform (or host) for 40+ databases 
– Arts & Humanities (including Literature & Language) 

– Natural Sciences especially Biological sciences 

– Social Sciences (including Education) 

– History 

– Business, Management, Economics, Finance 

– Medicine & Health 

– Technology 

– Specialised databases with some content not found on other 
databases such as Scopus, Web of Knowledge or EBSCO 

• Easy to use 
– Simple search rules 

– Easy to understand search screens 

– Links full text and library catalogue 

– Direct export to RefWorks 

– Lots of help available 

Why use ProQuest? 
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Why use EBSCO? 

• EBSCO= platform (or host) for 20+ databases 

• Easy to use 
– Simple search rules 

– Unusual visual searching/display features 

– Links full text and library catalogue 

– Direct export to RefWorks 

– Lots of help available 
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EBSCOHost (PsychArticles) 

Advanced Search: more search boxes and limits 
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EBSCOHost (PsychArticles) 

Visual Search 
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Why use Medline? 

• Database covering clinical medicine and medical sciences  

– Over 13 million records, back to 1948 

 

• Sophisticated search techniques 

– Subject headings, sub-headings 

– Links full text and library catalogue 

– Limits 

– Direct export to RefWorks 
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Access to Medline is via Primo 

Recommended to use Ovid Medline  
and not Pubmed 



© Library, Special Collections & Museums, 2012/13 

Shibboleth login: 

1. Select UK Access Management Federation 
2. Select University of Aberdeen 
3. Login with your University computer username and password 
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Many entries for Medline – click on the  

entry for the year range you require 
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Ovid search screen defaults to Advanced 
Search = most flexible for subject searches 
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What is JSTOR? 

• JSTOR is not a current issues database 

• Archive of backfiles of scholarly journals as far back as 17th 

century, many to 19th century 

• Moving wall = time period (commonly 3-5 years) between the 

last issue available in JSTOR and the most recently published 

issue of a journal 

– protects publishers from the threat of lost revenues if recent 

issues were available 

– a few publishers provide links to recent content on their own 

websites  

• via SFX 

• search article citations using the JSTOR search engine 
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Why use JSTOR? 

• Reliable and comprehensive archive of important 

scholarly journal literature 

• Spans many disciplines; good coverage in the 

humanities and social sciences, less useful in 

engineering and related subjects 

• Easy to use 

– Simple search rules 

– Links to full text 

– One step export to RefWorks 

– Help available 
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Why use IEEE Xplore?? 

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/dynhome.jsp 

 Database covering engineering and technology, computer 
science 

 Access to the abstract records + full text articles published 
since 1988  

 Selected content published since 1893 from: 

• IEEE journals, transactions, and magazines 

• IEEE conference proceedings 

• IET journals 

• IET conference proceedings 

• IEEE published standards 

 For more information: www.ieee.org/go/iel  

 

 



© Library, Special Collections & Museums, 2012/13 

Why use Reaxys? 

https://www.reaxys.com/ 

 Specialist database for chemistry 

 Based on the combined content of: 

• CrossFire Database Suite, covering organic, 
inorganic and organometallic chemistry 

 Designed to support synthesis planning from 
idea through to implementation 
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TIPS: refining options 

 Add extra keywords or different keywords 

 Refine/Limit results by specific: 
• Type of document (very useful – especially if there are 

Review items!) 

• Subject area 

• Journal titles 

• Authors 

• Years 

 Change the sort order of results e.g. click on 
Document (sort by relevance) 

 Use what you’ve found to move off into related 
papers 
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TIPS: sort by options 

• Date (Newest) 

• Most recently published 

• Date (Oldest) 

• Oldest material (in this database) 

• Useful for trends/development type analysis 

• Cited by 

• Most frequently referenced papers 

• Favours older papers over newer ones 

• Can identify classic/important papers 

• Also indicates subject areas not heavily researched 

• Relevance (based on search terms used) 

• Useful when carrying out initial searches 
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TIPS: if item not available 

 Use Google to carry out a very specific 
search using the exact title and the first 
author’s surname 

• Might be lucky and be able to access the 
paper from author’s web page or 
institutional repository 

 Use contact details (e.g. Scopus) to contact 
author to ask for a copy of the paper  

 Speak with supervisor if you require an 
inter-library loan (costs your department 
minimum of £7)… 
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Off Campus Access Technical Issues 

 When on campus you are on a network that is 
recognised by our suppliers  
 Additional utilities/plugins often already installed so that 

software works 

 BUT you must install these on your office/home computer 

 When off campus you will have to: 
• enter proxy settings 

• allow pop-ups and cookies for certain sites, e.g. ebrary, 
RefWorks 

• install extra plugins e.g. ebrary reader, Write-N-Cite 

 See relevant library guides and computing fact 
sheets at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/guides/ 

 Check www.abdn.ac.uk/proxy/ 
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Help and Advice 
 Access problems – IT Service Desk 

01224  27-3636 (including out of hours service),  
e-mail servicedesk@abdn.ac.uk 

 Subject support – Information Consultants 
 Library guides 

all online 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/guides/ 

 Library web pages 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/ 

 Library vodcasts & podcasts 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/ 

 Library on Twitter 
http://twitter.com/aberdeenunilib  
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Now … 

 Try things out for yourself  

• Pick ‘n’ Mix from selection of databases 

• Please use worksheets to guide you 

• Presentation available on 
http://aberdeenunilibskills.pbworks.com/ 

 Ask for help – that’s what we’re here for 
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Thank you 
Please complete the evaluation form 

 

Literature Searching Part 3:  

Pick ‘n Mix Databases 

 Elaine, Janet & Susan 
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Full Text icon – we have paid for this 
item in electronic format 
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OK to download article and print off for your own 
study/research. But don’t download and print 

every article from an issue of a journal (is against 
copyright) 
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No Full Text icon: use the SFX option to find 
out if the item is available in paper format 

to us… 

We do not subscribe to this journal 
article in paper format. You’ll need to 

decide how important it is to you 
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A different result: 
We do hold this 

journal (in paper 
format). But do we 
have it for the year 

that you need? 
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Library holds: 1998 onwards. 
Important that you understand the 

records in the library catalogue! 
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Managing your results: lots of options 
available to you 
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Modifying your search: if results are 
not what you want, look at how you 
got there (Search history) and then 

start a new/different/better search … 



© Library, Special Collections & Museums, 2012/13 

From Search History can Save a search or 
Set Alert or set up a RSS feed. Get results 

pushed to you rather than having to go 
look for them. (Important note : Oct/Nov 

2012 – personalisation feature not 
working) 
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Now … 

 Concentrate on the tools or 

resources that are of interest 

to you  

 Refine your searches 

 Try things out for yourself 

 Book on further courses 

 Ask for help – that’s what 

we’re here for 
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Finishing off … 

Susan McCourt 
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Summary 

 Planning 
• Keywords, other search terms 
• Take advantage of advanced features 

e.g. saving searches and alerts  

 Search rules  
• Every resource is different 
• Apply correctly for effective searches 

 Maintain, improve and refresh your 
skills 

 Seek help if you need it 
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Aims & Objectives 
Aims 

 An overview of the methods and resources available 
for finding information for your research 

 Includes: 
• Planning a literature search 

• Applying your search to a number of resources 
 Library catalogue, electronic books 

 Databases 

 Web 

• Responsibilities: plagiarism & copyright, technical issues 
concerning off-campus access to e-resources 

• Next steps 
 RefWorks 

 

Objectives 

 To find and manage high quality information for 
your theses 
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Help and Advice 

 Access problems – IT Service Desk 
01224 27-3636  (and out of hours service) 

 e-mail servicedesk@abdn.ac.uk 

 Subject support – Information 
Consultants 

 Library Guides 
all online, many printed – free 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/guides 

 Library Web pages 
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/ 
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