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• How to search the web successfully for scholarly 

literature 

• How to use Internet search engines effectively 

(particularly Google and Google Scholar) 

• Other useful web search tools 

• The importance of evaluating the information       

you find 
 

This workshop covers... 



Do NOT go to Google first to search       

for information! 
• We spend £2.4m on scholarly                         

literature; £2m of this on electronic              

materials 

• Databases must be your primary                             

source of information! 

• Use Google to search for additional               

background information 

First of all...  



Tools to find information 

on the Web 

 

• Search engines 

• Subject gateways 

• Others: 
• Blogs and wikis 

• Social networking –                                                            

e.g. Nature Network, Twitter 

 

 

The tools you choose depend on your requirements  



Search engines 

 

• Use to find specific                                 

information 

• Robot/Crawler/Spider                                  

trawl for occurrences of                      

keywords in individual                                

websites 

• They do not evaluate results 
 



• Google popular – http://www.google.com 
• Indexes billions of pages; ranks results 

• Good reputation for relevancy, wide subject coverage and image search 

• Advanced Search features 

• Always be careful what you use for academic work – evaluation essential 

• Can include web pages in your bibliography 

• Google Scholar – http://scholar.google.com 

• Scirus – http://www.scirus.com 
• Science-specific 

• +350 million scientific items including journal content, scientists’ 

homepages, courseware, pre-prints, patents, institutional repository and 

website information 

Web Search engines 



Search rules for Google 

& Google Scholar 

 

• Automatically links keywords (ideas)                              

with Boolean Operator – AND 

• Link alternative meanings with                         

Boolean Operator – OR 

• Uses “phrase searching” 

• Automatic stemming (truncation)                             

e.g. diet finds diet and diets and dietary 
 

 

 



Example topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chocolate:                                                    

Health Food or Health Risk?  



“Chocolate – health food 

or health risk?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concepts Alternative keywords 

Idea 1 chocolate cocoa 
“dark 

chocolate” 

Idea 2 nutrition diet health 

Idea 3 cardiovascular heart Cardiac 

Idea 4 

I may want to pursue another concept to 

do with specific constituents of chocolate 

e.g. cholesterol, flavinoids, polyphenols, 

antioxidants, “trans fatty acids” 

a 
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 or 



 

Google at www.google.co.uk 
Doing a search on the Basic Search option 



Finds a huge 

number of results -  

nothing evaluated! 

May come from 

special interest 

groups = biased 

Many hits are not 

authoritative nor 

academic 



Google 
Always use Advanced Search 

for more flexible searches.  

Can limit searches to: 

 domain, e.g. academic 

institution or government dept. 

 date page last updated 



Google Results 

Much better quality 

results BUT still need to 

be evaluated! 



Google results 
Use the Cited by link available in some entries to 

expand your search to other related materials  



Cited by link in Google opens papers citing 

the original research in Google Scholar  



• Images 

• Videos 

• Books 

• Blogs 

• Scholar 

Other search options 

in Google 



Searching for information: 

Google Scholar  

http://scholar.google.co.uk 
• Not a substitute for academic databases which we pay for 

• Searches scholarly literature 

• Peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints, abstracts, 

technical reports 

• From academic publishers, professional societies, 

institutional repositories, universities 

• Useful support – may contain papers published outside the 

date range of the database you first used 

• Mostly electronic information – but we have much more on 

the shelves = you may have to visit the library! 



Google Scholar 
Set Scholar Preferences to allow export to RefWorks, 

search for pages in another language, use SFX linking 

service 



Google Scholar 

Set Scholar Preferences 



Google Scholar 

Useful to set up export 

link to RefWorks 

FullText@Aberdeen=SFX 



Google Scholar 

If you move from Google to 

Google Scholar – your previous 

search from Google is run 

automatically 

BUT always use Advanced 

Search for more flexible searches 



Google Scholar 

Advanced Search  
can limit searches to: 

• author, publication title 

and date published 

• broad subject area 

• articles (incl. patents) 

• legal journals and 

opinions 





Google Scholar Advanced Search 

Further limit my search to: 

Date: keywords found in articles published in 2009 

Exclude: certain keywords that are NOT of interest                    

e.g. rats, rabbits, mice 



FullText@Aberdeen = SFX linking service 

– menu of access options to e-resources for 

members of UoA 

SFX is available in Primo, electronic databases, 

Google Scholar 



SFX 

Menu of options for linking to e-resources 





Google Scholar 

download/print/save the PDF of the paper 



Google Scholar feature 

Can search across (US) legal opinions and journals 





Subject Gateways 

 

• Focus on specific subject areas 

• Collections of high quality websites 

• Run and evaluated by subject                        

specialists 

• High quality results but return                            

fewer results than other tools 

• Browseable and searchable 

• Evaluate websites they contain 
 



Subject Gateway 

Intute (www.intute.ac.uk) 



Subject Gateway platform - PINAKES 

http://www.hw.ac.uk/libwww/irn/pinakes/pinakes.html 



 

• Accuracy – Spelling errors? Content – editorial control? 

• Authority – Check credentials; domain 

• Objectivity – Aim? Bias? Sponsored? 

• Currency – up-to-date? Undated = no authority 

• Coverage – topics (in-depth or summary) Supported by 

evidence? Research? References? 

• Subscribe to a code of practice? 

• Source – Evaluated (e.g. subject gateway)? 

• Contact information? 

• Links to reputable websites? 
 

Web Resources – 

evaluation checklist 



Now... 

 

 

• Try things out for yourself 

• see instruction sheet 

• Ask for help – that’s what we’re here for 

• Presentation available at 
http://aberdeenunilibskills.pbworks.com/  

 


